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INTRODUCTION
Supplemental Regional Report
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● PA CultureCheck is a rich, mixed-methods research and advocacy initiative 
that documents and amplifies the experiences, strengths, and concerns of 
Pennsylvania’s cultural sector.

● This supplemental regional report includes supportive charts and data 
highlights for the greater Pittsburgh region. These are snapshots of key 
quantitative findings that complement the data in the full report.

● To explore the full story—including quotes, interpretation, dialogue, and calls 
to action—visit: pahumanities.org/culturecheck
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TREND: 

HEALTH & WELLNESS
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
Cultural work is increasingly vital to health and wellness

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Notable growth in 
programs supporting 
mental health, physical 
wellness, and aging. 
Highlights sector’s 
important role in healing, 
connection, and 
community care.

Program Growth 2023-2024
Greater Pittsburgh - largest Increases in the percentage of 

organizations working on key issues
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Almost all organizations work with community partners

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK
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● 93% Partner with community organizations or institutions to 
deliver programs

● 63% Partner with Schools

● 45% Partner with Parks or Rec Centers

● 28% Partner with Senior Centers or Orgs

● 30% Partner with Farmers’ Markets or Food Pantries
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Community partners vary widely
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8

7

Greater Pittsburgh



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Arts, humanities, and cultural organizations address a variety of issues 
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Greater Pittsburgh - Themes or issues addressed or explored
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ATTENDANCE RECOVERY
Rising attendance remains below pre-pandemic levels

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Performing arts 
organizations, museums, 
and historical associations 
show the most growth. 

Greater Pittsburgh - Organizations back to or above 2019 levels
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2024 has a higher number 
of organizations reporting a 
return to 2019 levels, but a 
lower percentage of 
organizations given 
increased participation



ATTENDANCE RECOVERY
Organizations experience different levels of attendance recovery

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Based on current trends, when would you estimate that 
in-person attendance at your organization will return to 

levels similar to those in 2019?
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ATTENDANCE RECOVERY
Different types of organizations recover at different rates

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Organizations with attendance back to or above 2019 levels
By Org Type

12

Greater Pittsburgh



ATTENDANCE RECOVERY
Different types of organizations recover at different rates

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK
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While performing arts 
organizations have lower 
attendance levels on 
average, over the last year 
they have recovered at an 
accelerated rate.

Organizations with attendance back to or above 2019 levels

By Org Type
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ATTENDANCE RECOVERY
Attendance recovery varies by Commonwealth region

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Regionally, the northeast 
reports the biggest gains 
at 64%, with the lowest in 
North Central at 36% and 
Pittsburgh at 37%.

Organizations with attendance back to or above 2019 levels

By Region

State 
Average

50%
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TREND: 

RISING COSTS
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RISING COSTS
Salaries top the list of concerns about rising costs

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

This year salaries topped 
the list of concerns around 
inflation, followed by 
space costs and general 
purchases, revealing a 
deep strain on day-to-day 
operations.
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Most affected by inflation
(organizations ranking items in top 3 of 8 options)



RISING COSTS
Revenue is also at a tipping point

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Only 37% of organizations 
report increased revenue. 
Though the largest 
category by percentage, it 
is significantly less than a 
majority, representing the 
complex picture of 
revenue for the sector.

Change in Organizations’ Revenue since 2022
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 OPERATIONS
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OPERATIONS
Organizations report returns to normal operating status 
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54% of organizations 
report a return to 
increased or normal 
operating status 
compared to 2019.

Organization’s current operating status
compared to 2019

19

Greater Pittsburgh



OPERATIONS
Full recovery still elusive

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Operations have made 
progress compared with 
2019. The percentage of 
organizations reporting 
they are operating at 
reduced capacity has 
declined by more than 
half, despite a lack of full 
recovery.

Organizations operating at reduced capacity
compared to 2019

2022-2024 Trend
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OPERATIONS
Hiring has improved modestly over the past year

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

How has hiring been compared to 2019?

2023-2024 Trend
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OPERATIONS
Participation by volunteers has improved significantly

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Participation by volunteers compared to 2019
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Compared to 
pre-pandemic levels, 
volunteer participation  
continued to rise this 
year.



SUPPLEMENT 

ON FEDERAL FUNDING
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SUPPLEMENT ON FEDERAL FUNDING
Cultural organizations shared concerns about federal cuts

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/PACULTURECHECK

94%  69%  59%
Organizations 

would be impacted 
by cuts or changes

Programs/education 
programs potentially 

affected

Concerned 
about cuts to 

NEH, NEA, IMLS

In the spring of 2025, as federal cuts were looming, we issued a 
supplemental survey to assess the threat that this might pose to 

Pennsylvania’s cultural sector.
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PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS
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PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS
Greater Pittsburgh
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By Org Type

2024-2025 PA CultureCheck Participating Organizations
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PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS
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Alumni Theater Company
Andrew Carnegie Free Library & 

Music Hall
Anonymous Organization
Arcade Comedy Theater
Art Expression Inc.
Assemble
August Wilson African American 

Cultural Center
Autumn House Press
Baden Memorial Library
Balafon West African Dance 

Ensemble
Beaver County Historical Research 

and Landmarks Foundation
Braddock Carnegie Library 

Association
Bradford House Historical Association
Brew House Arts
Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls
Carnegie Library of Homestead
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Carnegie Museum of Art
Carnegie Museums 
Carnegie of Homestead Music Hall
Carnegie Science Center
CC Mellor Memorial Library
Children's Museum of Pittsburgh
City of Pittsburgh
City Theatre Company
Confluence Ballet Co.
Contemporary Craft
Cooper-Siegel Community Library
Coro Latinoamericano
Donora Public Library

Greater Pittsburgh - All PA CultureCheck Reports 2022-2025

El Círculo Juvenil de Cultura
First Baptist Church
Frick Art & Historical Center
The Genesis Collective
Glass Fox Productions
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
Greensburg Hempfield Area Library
Heinz History Center
Hill Dance Academy Theatre
Human City Creative
Industrial Arts Workshop
Kelly Strayhorn Theater
Lemoyne Community Center
LIGHT Education Initiative
Ligonier Valley Historical 

Society/Compass Inn Museum
Literacy Council of Southwestern PA
Little Lake Theatre Company
Mattress Factory Ltd.
Millvale Community Library
Monongahela Area Library
New Hazlett Center for the 

Performing Arts
North Hills Genealogists (of 

Pittsburgh)
Parsec Inc
PearlArts Movement + Sound
Penn Area Library
Penn State University New 

Kensington
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum, Inc.
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
Pittsburgh Centre for Art and Media 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust

Pittsburgh Glass Center
Pittsburgh Irish Festival
Pittsburgh Opera
Pittsburgh Society of Artists
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
Pittsburgh Watercolor Society
Porter Loves
Prime Stage Theatre
PublicSource
Radiant Hall
Rainbow Serpent Inc
River Art Works
River City Brass Band
Riverfront Theater Company
Rodef Shalom Congregation
Screenshot Asia
Silver Eye Center for Photography
Sisters of St. Joseph
SLB Radio Productions Inc
Society to Preserve the Millvale 

Murals of Maxo Vanka
Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & 

Museum Trust, Inc.
Sounds of Pittsburgh Chorus
Three Rivers Young Peoples 

Orchestras
Unity in the Community of 

Southwestern PA
University of Pittsburgh
University of Pittsburgh Department 

of Theatre Arts
Washington Symphony Orchestra
Westmoreland Arts & Heritage 

Festival

Westmoreland Cultural Trust
Westmoreland Performing Arts
Women of Visions



FUNDING

PAHUMANITIES.ORG/CULTURECHECK

Funding for PA CultureCheck has been provided by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. Additional support provided by a grant from the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development. 
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